Pledge of Professionalism
Preamble to the Pledge of Professionalism
The University of Mississippi, School of Pharmacy strives to be internationally recognized for leadership
and innovation in education, research, professional service, and delivery of pharmaceutical care. In
the pursuit of this vision, our work as students, faculty, administrators, and staff is guided by a set of
core values that define what we as a community consider to be vital to our School. These core values
are: collaboration, creativity, excellence, knowledge, leadership, learning, social responsibility and
professionalism. Each member of The University of Mississippi School of Pharmacy must recognize
that these core values are beliefs that unite all of the members of the School in a common purpose
regardless of differing roles or functions. As a new member of this community you are expected to
pledge to uphold these shared values in the performance of all our activities.
With this pledge, you also recognize that you are joining a profession. The pharmacy community is
composed of students, faculty, practitioners, scientists, and allied pharmaceutical industry professionals,
and it demands adherence to a set of principles and standards. These high ideals are necessary to
ensure the quality of care extended to the patients you serve either directly through patient care or
indirectly through allied professional activities.
As a member of the pharmacy community, you must believe there is a need to build and reinforce a
professional identity founded on integrity, ethical behavior, and honor. Integrity will be an essential part
of your everyday life, and you will be expected to pursue all academic and professional endeavors with
honesty and commitment to service. The development of this professional identity is a vital process in
your education, and in your personal and professional growth. It will signify your commitment to the
covenant between health professionals and a society that entrusts those professionals with their care.
The Pledge of Professionalism
I believe that my professional development begins with enrollment in this academic community and
continues for a lifetime. Therefore, I will strive to uphold this pledge from this day forward.
To accomplish this goal of professional development, as a member of The University of Mississippi
School of Pharmacy community, I pledge to:
ACCEPT the responsibility for my education and become an independent or active learner.
FOSTER professional competency through life-long learning. I will strive for high ideals, teamwork,
and unity within the profession in order to provide optimal patient care.
DEVELOP a sense of loyalty and duty to the profession by contributing to the well-being of others and
by enthusiastically accepting the responsibility and accountability for membership in the profession.
SUPPORT my colleagues by actively encouraging personal commitment to the standards as set forth
by the profession.
DEDICATE my life and practice to excellence. This will require an ongoing assessment of personal and
professional values.
MAINTAIN the highest ideals and professional attributes to ensure and facilitate the covenant that
exists between patient and pharmaceutical caregiver.
I voluntarily make this pledge.
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The white coat is a universal symbol of the
health care professions. It identifies the wearer
as a member of a highly trained team of individuals
who have devoted themselves to the healing arts.
The donning of the white coat also signifies the
acceptance of responsibility for assisting their fellow
man in improving and maintaining his or
her health status.
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The White Coat Ceremony has been instituted
at The University of Mississippi School of Pharmacy
as a way of formally initiating students into their
professional academic training. It also is a visible
expression of the serious nature of that endeavor
as they work toward becoming members of the
health care team.

